From the Pastor

The recent surveys returned by members and friends show a lot of interest in the hymns we sing in worship.   People like to sing their “favorites,” and some may wonder what factors are used in choosing the hymns we sing.


In the Presbyterian Church, the pastor has the constitutional right and authority to choose all the congregational songs.  Some pastors delegate this responsibility to others, and some retain the task for themselves.


In choosing hymns for our worship, I use the following criteria:


1) Do the hymns support or help reinforce the sermon topic or theme for the day?


2) Do the hymns reflect a variety of styles or types (gospel, classic, etc.)?


3) Have we sung this song recently? I don’t like to repeat hymns often in a year, so I keep track and try to enlarge our congregation’s repertoire.  Many experts suggest that most congregations have a repertoire of 50 hymns.  I think that is inexcusable.  With our two hymnbooks, we have over 1,000 hymns to choose from.  Why should we be limited to 50?

4) Does the congregation know this hymn?  I’m not afraid of new hymns, but too many newer hymns on any Sunday don’t make for good congregational singing.  So, I try to choose one or two hymns that our people will know.  

In the last week or two I have invited people to suggest hymns they would like to sing in worship.  As I plan our worship for the next several months, I will make every effort to include these hymns.


As always, thank you for your support and encouragement!


With warm regards,


Pastor Bob
